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RETURN TO SCHOOL PLANNING 
 

State of Michigan Guidance 
On June 30, Governor Whitmer released the MI Safe Schools: 2020-2021 Return to School 
Roadmap and Executive Order 2020-142. The Executive Order and Roadmap outline 
requirements and guidance on instructional and service delivery for the 2020-21 school year and 
are aligned to the MI Safe Start Plan. This document is intended to communicate specific 
components of Spring Lake Public School (SLPS) plans and preparations for reopening schools 
in August of 2020 and is presented in compliance with Executive Order 2020-142. 
 
Governor Whitmer’s Phase Guidance for Michigan Schools was accompanied by comprehensive 
guidance in the Return to School Roadmap. The state guidance reinforces that Michigan schools 
are expected to deliver instruction to all students in the 2020-21 school year, while recognizing 
that the format for instructional delivery may shift across the year depending on which phase is 
assigned to Ottawa County. 
 
The MI Safe Start Plan will continue to be used as the highest-level governing framework for 
determining if and when it is safe to resume in-person instruction. Within the MI Safe Start Plan, 
schools are not permitted to provide in-person instruction of any kind if their region is within 
Phases 1-3 of the pandemic. All schools are permitted to resume in-person instruction beginning 
in Phase 4 of the MI Safe Start Plan. Some regulations and mandates are removed as COVID-
19 public health metrics improve in Phase 5 of the MI Safe Start Plan. All schools will remain open 
with some lasting safety requirements once community spread is not expected to return during 
Phase 6 of the MI Safe Start Plan. 
 
Depending on the status of MI Safe Start Plan, there are four scenarios for school opening in fall 
2020: 
 

1. MI Safe Start Phases 1-3: 
Schools do not open for in-person instruction and instruction is provided remotely 

 
2. MI Safe Start Phase 4: 

Schools open for in-person instruction with more stringent, required safety protocols 
 
3. MI Safe Start Phase 5: 

Schools open for in-person instruction with moderate, required safety protocols 
 
4. MI Safe Start Phase 6: 

Schools open for in-person instruction with minimal, required safety protocols 
 

 

With Ottawa County currently in Phase 4 of the MI Safe Start Plan, SLPS 
is planning on reopening schools on August 25, 2020 for in-person 
instruction. 
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Development, Feedback & Implementation 
In July of 2020, SLPS created a Return to Learning Work Group composed of district and school 
level leaders to gather, prioritize and expedite information on COVID-19 health and safety 
guidelines, and teaching and learning, and to develop recommendations for reopening schools.  
Several principles guided the work of the group. 

❏ Safe learning and working environments for students and staff 
❏ High-quality, rigorous instruction 
❏ Family choice of learning models 
❏ Social-emotional well-being & academic progress for ALL students 
❏ Compliance with requirements and guidance 
❏ Clear, consistent and accurate communications 

 
The group was charged with developing specific action plans to address three possible scenarios: 
 

1. In-school learning with health and social distancing protocols (Phase 4 of MI Safe 
Start Plan) 

2. Full-time online learning by parent/guardian request (Phase 4) 
3. Intermittent remote learning model in case of closure (Phases 1-3) 
 

The work group was formed to address several key areas: 

❏ Teaching and Learning 
❏ Health & Safety 
❏ Personal protective equipment and hygiene 
❏ Cleaning and disinfecting 
❏ Spacing, Movement, and Access 

❏ Screening of staff, students, and visitors 
❏ Protocols for student and staff presenting with COVID-19 symptoms 
❏ Protocols for responding to COVID-19 positive cases 
❏ Social-emotional supports and well-being 
❏ Athletics and extra-curricular activities 
❏ Operations: Technology and Food Service 
❏ Professional Development and training 
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OVERVIEW OF SLPS LEARNING MODELS 
 

 
Grades DK-6 Hybrid 

Learning / 50% Occupancy 
 

Aug. 25 – Sept. 11 
 

Grades 7-12 Hybrid 
Learning / 50% Occupancy 

 
Aug. 25 – Sept. 11 

DK-12 Distance Learning 

 
Half of the enrolled students 
attend each day, Red Group 
(last name A – K) and Grey 
Group (L – Z). Split will account 
for blended families. With an 
over 5 month break since 
students last attended school, 
this will be a three week 
window designed to get our 
school year started safely.  
 
Features: 
 
• Alternating day schedule 

o Red, Grey, Red, Grey, etc. 
• Smaller class sizes 
• Focus on teaching PPE, 

hygiene, and safety 
protocols 

• All students cohorted 
• Academics 
• Social Emotional Wellness 
• Some at-home work on 

“off” days 

 
Half of the enrolled students 
attend each day, Red group (last 
name A – K) and Grey group (L – 
Z). Split will account for blended 
families. With an over 5 month 
break since students last 
attended school, this will be a 
three week window designed to 
get our school year started 
safely.  
 
Features: 
 
• Alternating day schedule 
o Red, Grey, Red, Grey, etc. 

• Smaller class sizes 
• Focus on teaching PPE, 

hygiene, and safety 
protocols 

• Traditional 6 (MS) and 5 
(HS) period schedule 

• Academics 
• Social Emotional Wellness 
• At-home work for “off” 

days 

 
A full virtual learning option for 
families concerned about their 
children learning in an in-person 
school environment. 
 
 
Features: 
 
• Student remains enrolled in 

SLPS 
• Taught by SLPS teachers 

(DK-5) and other Michigan 
certified teachers 

• Students assigned a SLPS 
mentor 

• Curriculum aligned to MI 
state standards 

• Students must commit to 18 
weeks of Distance Learning. 

 

DK–12 HYBRID LEARING – Phase 4 
August 25 – September 11, 2020 

 

In order to facilitate a smooth transition from a five month break in in-person learning to a new 
school year that includes many new rules to keep students, staff, and community safe, the first 
12 days of the school year will be in a hybrid learning model.  Our model will include a full day of 
learning for half of the enrolled students each day. Students will alternate between in-person 
learning (at school) and at-home learning. At-home learning will not require a full day to complete 
and is intended to supplement work completed in-person.  
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Students will be split by last name, with A – K being the Red Group, and L – Z being the Grey 
Group. Blended families should expect to be on the same schedule regardless of last name. 

It is critically important that during the first few weeks of school we teach students how to utilize 
required PPE; hand sanitizing/hygiene; and a significant number of new safety protocols. In 
addition, teachers will review content from prior the prior year and begin to teach new material.  

 

 
4 



 
Grades DK-6 In-Person Cohort Learning 

Beginning September 14 
 

Grades 7-12 Full In-Person Learning 
Beginning September 14 

 
All DK-6 students attend school in-person all 
day, every day. 
 
Features: 
 
• All students cohorted by class 
 
• No mixing of classes indoors 
 
• Students eat lunch in cohorts with social 

distancing 
 
• Students cohorted by grade level on 

playground 
 
• Staff wear face coverings at all times 
 
• Students wear face coverings at all times, 

mask breaks provided with social distancing 
 

 
All students, in-person, every day, all day, at 
the same time with health and safety protocols 
in place. 
 
Features: 
 
• Staff wear face coverings at all times 
 
• Students wear face coverings at all times, 

except when eating 
 
• Students eat lunch on a rotating basis with 

social distancing 
 
 

 

DK-6 FULL IN-PERSON COHORT LEARNING 
– PHASE 4 

 

General 
All students attend school in-person, every day. Students are cohorted by their class and do not 
mix with students from other classes during the day. This learning model most closely mirrors 
our traditional K-6 school experience. School start and end times remain the same.  Students go 
to regularly scheduled recess and lunch sessions, as well as select outdoor activities during 
instructional time to take mask breaks.  Specials are conducted in the classroom.  Physical 
Education is conducted outside whenever the weather allows.   

Switching Classes/Teaming 
Holmes and Jeffers Elementary Schools do not switch classes. 
 
At the Intermediate School, instead of switching to different classrooms for the subject area, the 
teachers will push into each classroom for instruction. Classroom cohorts will not intermix during 
the day. 
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Specials/Encore Classes 
Art, music, physical education/health, and STEM, will continue to be part of each child’s school 
experience. Holmes and Jeffers Elementary Schools will continue to be on 4-day rotation as in 
the past. The Intermediate School encore classes will be on a 7-day rotation. 
 
Face Coverings 
All students and staff wear face coverings, except when eating and drinking. This includes 
wearing face coverings in hallways and common areas, and at arrival, departure, and recess 
(unless socially distanced). Elementary/Intermediate students will be provided mask breaks 
throughout the day as determined by the teacher when appropriate physical distancing can be 
maintained and students are outside. 
 
Lunch and Recess 
Students will participate in lunch and recess daily. Students are encouraged to bring a ready-to-
eat sack lunch or pre-order a ready-to-eat lunch from food service. Each building will provide open 
spaces within their cohort practicing physical distancing. 

Students will participate in recess outside, and students will be assigned to a specific area/zone 
of the playground with their cohort peers on a rotating basis.  SLPS Food Service will also have 
mobile meals prepared for students to purchase daily. 

Sample DK-6 Schedule (Note: Times and subjects may vary based on the building) 
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:35-8:50 

All class 
meeting/ 
Check-in 

All class 
meeting/ 
Check-in 

All class 
meeting/ 
Check-in 

All class meeting/ 
Check-in 

All class 
meeting/ 
Check-in 

8:50-10:00 
Reading 
workshop 

Reading 
Workshop 

Reading 
workshop 

Reading 
workshop 

Reading 
workshop 

10:00-10:20 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess 

10:20-11:35 Math Math Math Math Math 

11:35-12:20 Lunch/ 
Recess 

Lunch/ 
Recess 

Lunch/ 
Recess 

Lunch/ 
Recess 

Lunch/ 
Recess 

12:20-1:20 Special/ 
Encore 

Special/ 
Encore 

Special/ 
Encore 

Special/ 
Encore 

Special/ 
Encore 

1:20-2:20 
Writers 
Workshop 

Writers 
Workshop 

Writers 
Workshop 

Writers Workshop Writers 
Workshop 

2:20-2:40 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess 

2:40-3:40 

Social Studies/ 
Science/ 
Extended 
Workshop 

Social Studies/ 
Science/ 
Extended 
Workshop 

Social Studies/ 
Science/ 
Extended 
Workshop 

Social Studies/ 
Science/ 
Extended 
Workshop 

Social Studies/ 
Science/ 
Extended 
Workshop 



7-12 FULL IN-PERSON LEARNING – PHASE 4 

General 
The 7th-12th grade in-person learning model reflects the best learning environment for our 
students at this time, while also taking into account the need to change several traditional routines 
in order to maintain a safe environment for our students and staff.  The most noticeable change 
is in the modified block schedule, which allows for the same amount of instructional minutes as a 
regular school schedule, while also reducing the number of “contacts” students would have on a 
daily basis.   

Lunch and Food Service 
To comply with limitations on the number of students that can assemble in one location within the 
school, students eat lunch in their 2nd / 3rd period block at the high school and in their 3rd / 4th 
period block at the middle school.   Students will rotate through lunch based on their assigned 
lunch block teacher. Students are encouraged to bring a ready-to-eat sack lunch.  SLPS food 
service will also have mobile meals prepared for students to purchase daily.  SLPS will supervise 
outside areas during lunch and students will be encouraged to eat outside and/or take an outside 
mask break. 

Face Coverings 
All students and staff must wear face coverings, except when eating and drinking. This includes 
wearing face coverings in hallways, common areas, and at arrival and departure times.  7-12 
students will be provided outside mask breaks during the block class segments as determined by 
the teacher and when appropriate social distancing can be maintained. 

Spring Lake High School Phase 4-In-person Schedule (Sample) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1st Period 7:40 - 8:52 7:40 - 8:52 7:40 - 8:52 7:40 - 8:52 7:40 - 8:52 

2nd period 

8:56 - 11:57 
(Includes Lunch) 

8:56 - 11:57 
(Includes Lunch) 

8:56 - 11:57 
(Includes Lunch) 

3rd Period 
8:56 - 11:57 

(Includes Lunch) 
8:56 - 11:57 

(Includes Lunch) 

4th Period 12:01 - 2:35 12:01 - 2:35 12:01 - 2:35 

5th Period 12:01 - 2:35 12:01 - 2:35 

Note: The high school schedule will operate on an A and B week in the phase 4 modified block 
schedule.  1st period meets every day in all weeks.  2nd and 4th periods meet on M,W,F in the ‘A’ week 
and periods 3 and 5 meet M,W, F in the ‘B’ week.  The schedule alternates each week.   Total minutes of 
instruction are the same in all classes over a two-week period. 
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Spring Lake Middle School Phase 4-In-person Schedule (Sample) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1st 
Period 

7:50 - 9:50 7:50 - 9:50 7:50 - 9:50 

2nd 
period 

7:50 - 9:50 7:50 - 9:50 

3rd 
Period 

9:55 - 12:40 
(Includes lunch) 

9:55 - 12:40 
(Includes lunch) 

9:55 - 12:40 
(Includes lunch) 

4th 
Period 

9:55 - 12:40 
(Includes lunch) 

9:55 - 12:40 
(Includes lunch) 

5th 
Period 

12:45 - 2:45 12:45 - 2:45 12:45 - 2:45 

6th 
Period 

12:45 - 2:45 12:45 - 2:45 

Note: The middle school schedule will operate on an A and B week in the phase 4 modified block 
schedule.  Periods 1, 3, 5 meet on M,W,F in the ‘A’ week and periods 2, 4, 6 meet M,W, F in the ‘B’ 
week.  The schedule alternates each week.   Total minutes of instruction are the same in all classes over a 
two-week period.  

DISTANCE LEARNING OPTION 

General 
The Spring Lake Public Schools Distance Learning option is available by request for any family 
that is more comfortable having their child learn all online rather than in-person during the SLPS 
Return to School plan for phase 4 instruction. 

Because we will staff all in-person classes based on the final fall enrollment, students who select 
the distance option must commit to an entire semester for grades DK-8 and for a trimester 
for grades 9-12.  A student may not move between the SLPS options (whether in phase 3, 4, 5, 
6) and the distance option until the end of the semester (on or about January 22, 2021).

Grades 6-12 

SLPS will provide a maximum of five Michigan Virtual High School (MVHS) online courses per 
semester (math, science, English, social studies and one elective) for students in grades 6th-12th 
who select this option.  All MVHS courses are taught by Michigan Certified Teachers and all 
content aligns with the Spring Lake Public Schools’ curriculum.  We have used this program 
extensively and believe the rigor of the MVHS courses corresponds with the rigor of the SLPS 
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curriculum.  Students who participate in the MVHS program will have a local mentor, who will 
serve as a liaison between the district and the online program.  All students who successfully 
complete the MVHS classes will be given corresponding course credit in Spring Lake.   Course 
schedules must be created in consultation with a Spring Lake counselor, administrator, student 
and parent.  

Students  who sign-up for distance learning will remain Spring Lake  Public Schools students with 
the same access to services and activities as students traditionally enrolled in SLPS, including a 
student computing device.  

Grades DK-5 

Spring Lake Public Schools will provide a certified teacher to provide virtual learning for students 
in grades DK-5.  Instruction will include regularly scheduled synchronous and asynchronous 
lessons, utilizing grade level Michigan Content standards.  Students/families who select this 
option will have daily attendance and participation requirements.  We will strive to place Spring 
Lake students with Spring Lake teachers, but final remote enrollment numbers will ultimately 
dictate our ability to assign students.  At this time, we have a partnership available with several 
neighboring districts to share remote learning teachers if needed.  Spring Lake students will be in 
virtual classrooms with other Spring Lake students if at all possible.  

Students  who sign-up for remote learning will remain Spring Lake  Public Schools students with 
the same access to services and activities as traditionally enrolled SLPS students, including a 
student computing device.  

DK-5 Daily Schedule Sample – All students will be expected to attend online at 8:45, 9:00, 
10:30, 1:00, 2:00 and 2:30 

*Live or recorded mini lesson and independent reading (small groups each day – by the end of the week
teachers have meet with each child at least one time). 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:45 
All Class Meeting 
– Zoom

All Class Meeting 
– Zoom

All Class Meeting 
– Zoom

All Class Meeting 
– Zoom

All Class 
Meeting - Zoom 

9:00 Reading* Reading* Reading* Reading* Reading* 

10:00 Recess / Snack Recess / Snack Recess / Snack Recess / Snack Recess / Snack 

10:30 Math Math Math Math Math 

12:00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

1:00 Writing Writing Writing Writing Writing 

1:30 
Break Break Break Break Break 

2:00 Phonics and 
Word Work 

Phonics and 
Word Work 

Phonics and 
Word Work 

Phonics and Word 
Work 

Phonics and 
Word Work 

2:30-3:30 
Specials Specials Specials Specials Specials 



STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

General 

SLPS will continue to implement programs and interventions to address the various academic, 
social-emotional, and wellness of learners. Whether a student is receiving instruction according 
to our Phase 1-3, Phase 4, or Phase 5 district plans, individualized academic and social-emotional 
support will be provided. If needed and determined through team planning, students will receive 
more intensive small group or individual student interventions.  Buildings will utilize resources and 
tools for data collection, ongoing progress monitoring, and interventions. Support staff and special 
education teachers, including school counselors, psychologists, speech and language 
pathologists, occupational therapists, physical therapists, interventionists, and social workers, will 
work flexibly to address student needs. Teams servicing students with IEPs, Section 504 plans, 
and English Learners will collaborate to ensure the delivery of appropriate instruction while 
complying with federal and state requirements and maintaining student and staff safety.  

Students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and Section 504 Plans 
Special education services and accommodations for students with IEPs and Section 504 plans 
will continue per team collaboration and compliance. Established protocols from the SLPS special 
education department and individual IEP team and 504 team meetings will ensure appropriate 
delivery of specially designed instruction and accommodations. Intervention and support services 
will support students per agreements within teams. Students will continue to receive access to 
instructional materials for use at home, as needed, including assistive technology when in Phase 
1-3. When necessary, virtual meetings will be used to address special education related items, 
such as reevaluations, eligibility recommendations, IEP teams, etc. Services for students opting 
for remote learning if in Phase 4 will be determined through collaborative team meetings.  

Students eligible for Section 504 plans will continue receiving their accommodations per 
collaborative 504 planning. When necessary, virtual meetings will be utilized to convene Section 
504 procedural meetings such as reevaluation, eligibility, review, etc. The school will continue to 
support students with health care plans. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY 
Overview of Protocols 

• Required by
Roadmap

• Strongly
Recommended by
Roadmap

Phases 1-3 
E-Learning 

Phases 4 and 5 
Cohort & Full In-

Person 

Phase 6 
Traditional 

Instruction 

• All SLPS buildings
are closed and all
learning is conducted
remotely – Regular
attendance and daily
scheduled instruction
will occur, including
synchronous and
asynchronous
teacher delivered
content.

• In-person learning at
all levels with health
and safety protocols

• Normal In-person
learning

Physical 
Environment 

Not Applicable • Spacing to maximum
extent possible

Traditional 

Student Cohorting Not Applicable • By classroom DK-6
• Students will be

cohorted by class and
will interact with their
class only DK-6

Traditional 

PPE, 
Handwashing & 
Ventilation 

Not Applicable • Masks required for
staff at all times,
except when eating

• Masks required for 7-
12 students at all
times, except when
eating

• Masks required for
DK-6 students at all
times, except when
eating. DK-6 mask
breaks provided with
social distancing

• Frequent
handwashing

• Hand sanitizer
provided in every
classroom

• Optimal air circulation

Traditional 

Cleaning & 
Disinfecting 

Routine cleaning • Frequently touched
surfaces cleaned
several times per day

• Desks sanitized after
every class period (7-
12) and each evening

Routine cleaning 
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• Cleaning of
playgrounds regularly

• Electrostatic cleaning
in all buildings

• Individualized student
supplies/materials
with cleaning of high
use and shared
materials

Symptom 
Screening 

Not Applicable • At-home screening
for staff and students
prior to attending
school (each day)

• Report to school/
supervisor symptoms
and/or positive test
result for a student,
staff member, or for
an individual with
whom the individual
lives

None 

Food Service & 
Distribution 

Available to families in 
need 

• Utilize outdoor
spaces for meals

• Meal times will be
staggered

• Provide meals that
are mobile and can
be delivered to
classrooms

Traditional 

Transportation Not Applicable • Masks required on
buses

• Hand sanitizer must
be used before
entering buses

• Just-in-time drop-offs
• Buses will be cleaned

and disinfected
before and after every
run

Traditional 

Athletics & Extra-
Curriculars 

Not Applicable • Masks required on
buses

• Large scale outdoor
spectator events
limited to 100 people
and six-feet

• Large scale indoor
events suspended

• Fitness
centers/weight rooms
closed

Traditional 
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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
All students and staff will be required to wear face masks during their time in the classrooms and 
hallways.  The requirement to wear face masks in Michigan has resulted in the near universal 
supply of masks among students and faculty.  The fit, feel and style of a family provided mask will 
likely lead to greater comfort over the course of a school day.  Therefore, all families are 
encouraged to secure the preferred style of mask best suited to the needs of their children. 
Ideally, students will have both a primary and a secondary mask with them each school day. 
Reusable masks must be washed at home each day and disposable masks must be discarded 
daily. 

It is understood that there will be situations when a mask is forgotten, lost or damaged.  The 
district will have an ample supply of masks readily available to meet the needs that arise 
throughout the school day.  The district will also be prepared to support students with reusable 
masks as specific circumstances require. 

Students are encouraged to carry a personal size hand sanitizer with them between school and 
home.  As hand washing with soap and water is most effective, this will be taught as a best 
practice.  A 60% or higher alcohol based hand sanitizer will be provided in every classroom, office 
and common space. 

If a student presents with COVID-19 symptoms during the school day, they will be asked to wear 
an N95 mask and will be in quarantine until they are picked up by a parent. 

Classroom PPE Tool Kit 
All staff interacting with students will be provided a supply of PPE, cleaning supplies and other 
resources for themselves and students.  These items will be replenished as needed.  The 
identified cleaning supplies, soaps and hand sanitizers have been selected to ensure they comply 
with CDC and other standards and to prevent unintended consequences such as undesirable 
fragrances to the greatest extent feasible.   

Face Coverings 
The MI Safe Return to School Roadmap requires all staff and students in grades 6-12 to wear 
face coverings at all times, except when eating or drinking.  The Roadmap requires DK-5 students 
to wear face coverings outside of the classroom and strongly recommends DK-5 students wear 
them in the classroom.  SLPS will require DK-5 students to wear masks both in and outside of the 
classroom as an additional precaution.  Teachers will provide mask breaks to students with 
necessary social distancing.  The CDC recommends cloth face coverings as a simple barrier to 
help prevent respiratory droplets from traveling into the air and onto other people when the person 
wearing the cloth face covering coughs, sneezes, talks or raises their voice.  The district will make 
face masks available to both staff and students; however, families are encouraged to supply their 
own masks so students can wear their preferred fit/style. 

Cleaning & Disinfecting 
The district is committed to ensuring that intensified cleaning occurs in compliance with the Return 
to School Roadmap, industry standards and best practice.  To accomplish this mission, every 
employee will play an important role in ensuring the spaces they work in are maintained and 
cleaned appropriately throughout the day. SLPS will complete a deep cleaning and electrostatic  
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disinfection of all school buildings in the district prior to the return of students.  SLPS will also 
have electrostatic disinfection available as a tool if needed in subsequent months of the school 
year. The district is also investing in additional custodial staffing and is actively recruiting 
individuals to fill additional cleaning positions that will be focused on day-time cleaning.  Once 
used, quarantine areas will receive deep cleaning and disinfecting and remain closed off for a 
period of 24 hours. 

The following summary of cleaning protocols will occur each school day: 

● Each building will be thoroughly cleaned each evening and students and staff will arrive
to clean classrooms

● Frequently touched surfaces will undergo cleaning at least every four hours with an EPA-
approved disinfectant

● Libraries, computer labs, art rooms, and other hands-on classrooms will undergo
cleaning after every class period with an EPA-approved disinfectant 

● Student desks will be wiped down with an EPA-approved disinfectant solution after every
class period (7-12)

● Common spaces will be cleaned and disinfected several times each day at all levels

Elementary Classroom Supplies 
The suggested back-to-school supplies listed on the district’s website and/or as provided by 
teaching staff to students are for individual use only.  Frequently used items within the classroom 
will be assigned to individual students and used exclusively by that student only throughout the 
school day whenever possible (e.g. some textbooks, devices, etc.).  Other items within the 
classroom will be cleaned, disinfected and/or sanitized as required per the Return to School 
Roadmap. 

Screening for COVID-19 Symptoms 
Parents/guardians will be provided information on how to screen their child(ren) at home for 
COVID-19 each day before arriving at school.  Screening for COVID-19 symptoms includes 
temperature taking and checking for specific COVID-19 symptoms as defined by the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC).  In its July 23, 2020 guidance for schools, the CDC does not currently 
recommend universal symptom screening (screening all students grades K-12) be conducted by 
and at the school.  As a result, parents or caregivers are expected to monitor their children for 
signs of infectious illness every day.  Students who are sick should not attend school in-person.  
Symptom screening will identify only that a person may have an illness, not that the illness is 
COVID-19.  Many of the symptoms of COVID-19 are also common in other childhood illnesses 
like the common cold, the flu or seasonal allergies.  Of utmost importance is that students stay 
home when sick until at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever (temperature of 100.4 or 
higher) or signs of a fever (chills, feeling very warm, flushed appearance or sweating) without the 
use of fever-reducing medicine (e.g. Tylenol). 

SLPS employees will also screen for symptoms before arriving to work in the district.  Employees 
and parents/guardians of children exhibiting unexplained COVID-19 symptoms, testing positive 
for COVID-19 or in close contact with a COVID-19 infected person should immediately contact 
the building administrator/building secretary. 
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COVID-19 Protocols 
The protocols articulated in the SLPS Return to Learning Plan are based on guidance from the 
Ottawa County Health Department (OCHD) and the Center for Disease Control (CDC).  The 
OCHD provides daily guidance in this area to Ottawa County schools through its Return to School 
Tool Kit.  Data and science about COVID-19 changes daily, thus the information conveyed in the 
plan is subject to change based on recommendation from the OCHD and/or the CDC. 

Every COVID-19 related situation is unique and will require individualized analysis in regard to 
the precise steps and communications for implementation.  Nevertheless, the graphic displayed 
provides a general overview of procedures and protocols related to a student or staff member 
presenting with COVID-19 symptoms, presenting with a positive COVID-19 test, and/or have had 
close contact with a person testing positive for COVID-19.  The CDC defines “close contact” as 
any individual within six feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes with or without a mask, 
indoors or outdoors. 
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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL HEALTH & WELLNESS 
In preparation for the impact of COVID-19 on the mental and social-emotional health of SLPS, a 
committee of district and building level administrators, guidance counselors, social workers, 
school psychologists and teachers developed guidance for staff on identifying and responding to 
anticipated elevated mental and social-emotional health. Focusing on relationships and 
classroom connections through virtual and in-person methods will proactively provide a pulse on 
the wellness of all learners. In addition, teachers will monitor and assess the needs of students 
and families through regular communication and check-ins.  Designated communication channels 
within buildings will provide additional support from building principals, guidance counselors, 
social workers, and psychologists. Ongoing training will allow SLPS to reinforce and enhance 
awareness on social-emotional learning, relationship-building, and successful transitions, 
whether in-person or during times of remote learning.  It is critical that parents and families 
continue to communicate with staff when or if their child is experiencing signs of stress, anxiety, 
trauma, depressions, etc. in order to provide appropriate support.  SLPS continues to collaborate 
with the Ottawa Area Intermediate School District, community agencies such as Mosaic 
Counseling, and the Ottawa County Health Department on our return to school and building 
resources and supports for our students in the area of mental and social-emotional 
health.  Through local and county level work, SLPS will continue to build mental and social-
emotional health resources and partnerships that will offer additional support for students, families 
and staff.  

TECHNOLOGY & CONNECTIVITY

Consistent student access to reliable computer devices and internet connection is an important 
requirement of every aspect of the Return to Learning Plan.  Teachers and students will depend 
on these technology tools in varying degrees depending on the MI Safe Start Phase the district is 
operating under at any given time.  The district is well positioned for the various scenarios given 
the prior commitment to the 1:1 device program over the last six years, and the successful 2014 
bond that is continuing to support purchases of updated student devices DK-12.   The following 
information details the basic organizational needs and specific plans for devices at the elementary 
and secondary levels depending on the MI Safe Start Phase. 

Resource Limitations 

The district is committed to providing all students the technology resources needed to be 
successful. 

Student Devices 

The district has enough student devices to assign each student their own learning device to use 
during any learning phase.  The district is continuing the device upgrade plan and has purchased 
400 new student devices to replace older or broken units. 
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Internet Connectivity 

Reliable internet is a critical component to ensuring that remote learning days are successful for 
all students. The district surveyed families extensively during the spring of 2020 to ensure every 
family had internet access options. These surveys and follow-up phone calls confirmed a 
response for every student enrolled in the district.  

The district plans to continue providing internet connectivity support to families as needed this 
upcoming school year.  This support may include consultation about free or low-cost internet 
options, district device troubleshooting, public Wi-Fi hotspots, and possibly a school hotspot if 
other options fail to provide adequate service. Families may email parentsupport@ 
springlakeschools.org throughout the year to make inquiries regarding these supports or to 
communicate changes in status. 

If email is unavailable, please call 616-422-5223 and tech services will facilitate the start of the 
process. 

Distribution of Devices 

The district will communicate consistent procedures for distribution and return of student devices 
prior to the return to school. 

Phases 1-3 

In Phases 1-3, schools are closed and remote learning will occur at home. Devices normally used 
at school will be released to students for use at home. Completion of a device agreement is 
required and parents and students are responsible for the safety and care of the school equipment 
in their possession.  

Depending on the timing and circumstances of the district going into Phase 3 or below, the 
process for picking up the device will be communicated to families at that time. Distribution of 
devices might involve students carrying the device home from school at the end of a school day 
or parents picking up the device from their child’s school during a specific window of time.  The 
scale and pragmatics of a large scale distribution program can be challenging and it would be the 
goal to distribute devices to all families within 2 weekdays or less. 

If a device needs repair, or other support is needed, parents or students should email 
parentsupport@springlakeschools.org to start a conversation for help.  If Tech Services is unable 
to resolve the issue remotely, a contactless device exchange will be scheduled. 

When the district transitions from Phase 3 to Phase 4, the assigned device will need to be returned 
for in school use on the day in-person instruction resumes. 

Phases 4-5 

In Phases 4 and 5, students will attend school in-person. Each student will be assigned a school 
owned computer device that is used exclusively by them throughout the school day.  

If a device needs repair, a sanitized loaner device will be provided to the student while the issue 
is repaired.  The student’s device will be sanitized and returned when ready and the loan device 
will be collected from the student. 
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Students will receive direction from their teacher on how to prepare their device for a loan 
exchange.  If current building safety procedures call for students to stay within the classroom, a 
drop off and pickup option will be arranged.  

If a short term closure occurs for any reason, the same technology support options as are outlined 
in the Phase 1-3 sections will be implemented.  In the event students did not take home their 
assigned device when a short term closure occurs, a device pickup may be arranged depending 
on the potential duration of the closure.  When the short-term closure concludes, assigned 
devices need to be returned the day in-person instruction resumes. 

FOOD SERVICE 
General Overview 
Food service operations under the Return to Learning Plan are designed to ensure compliance 
and adherence to all required safety protocols under the MI Safe Start Phase and MI Safe Return 
to School Roadmap. 

As school lunch is the least structured and most social part of a student’s school day, it is also 
the most challenging time to ensure essential safety protocols are consistently followed.  It is 
recognized that the plans below will greatly diminish the social experience students need as part 
of their regular routines.  Concerted efforts will be made at all levels to offset the loss of lunch 
social time to the greatest degree possible.  These efforts will likely come together as teachers 
and students collaborate within their lunch cohorts. 

Phases 1-3 Overview 
If the state is in Phases 1-3 of the MI Safe Start plan, the district will be closed and learning will 
be done remotely.  Meals will be available to all families and details on distribution will be provided 
upon a return to Phases 1-3. 

Phases 4-5 Overview 
During Phase 4-5, breakfast and lunch options will be available to students on-site.  Meal times 
will be staggered and adhere to proper social distancing guidelines.  Meals will all be prepackaged 
and all self-service stations will be eliminated.  Food service staff will wear all required PPE and 
there will be Plexiglas barriers at all points of contact. 

Families not electing to order a lunch from school should send a pre-packaged lunch from home 
which does not require any preparation. Water, napkins, utensils, condiments, and all other lunch 
elements should be packed with the lunch. 

Menus 

Packaged foods that minimize exposure and contact will be available on a daily basis for students 
providing both convenience and variety.  Online menus will be available for all schools at 
SLPS/Nutrislice. 
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Short-term Closure Plans 

Short-term closure days will be treated as Phase 1-3 for the purpose of food service programming.  
Such temporary closures may require a modification of pick-up schedules.  These schedules will 
be communicated if or when such closures occur. 

Payment 
The district will continue to utilize student lunch accounts and collect parent payments using Send 
Money to School platform or through paper checks sent into school.  Every family who may qualify 
for free and reduced lunch should submit their application as part of the registration process.  If a 
family thinks they may qualify for free or reduced lunch, yet still plan to send a lunch from home, 
there may be other state and/or federal programs the student(s) would qualify for so applying may 
be beneficial.  It is quick and easy to apply online.  Here is a link:  SLPS Free and Reduced Lunch 
Application.  If you have any questions on eligibility status, please contact Meaghan Beyer at 
mbeyer1@springlakeschools.org. 

TRANSPORTATION 

SLPS Transportation services will comply with all aspects of Michigan's Return to School 
Roadmap.  The complete plan spans over ten pages and the following list highlights the key 
protocols of the plan which are important to parents/guardians: 

• Hand sanitizer, meeting State and Federal requirements, will be supplied and available on
board each vehicle.  The use of hand sanitizer by employees and passengers is required
upon entering the vehicle.

• All passengers on board the vehicle, including drivers, any district staff and all students in
grades preK-12, must wear facial coverings on the vehicle.

• Daily level cleaning and disinfection before and after every run; comprehensive cleaning
of all frequently touched surfaces.

• Anyone exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 is not permitted on the school
bus.  Parents/guardians are required to monitor the health of their student(s) and take
steps to ensure their student(s) and others are protected from COVID-19.

• Parents/guardians are encouraged to educate their children about physical
distancing.  Students should be taught how to distance themselves as much as possible
at the bus stop and onboard the vehicle.   Students are also encouraged to sit with siblings,
relatives or another student whom they interact with regularly in their classroom or cohort.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
Athletics 

Athletics and extracurricular activities support the goal of providing a well-rounded educational 
experience for students within the reopening process. 
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SLPS will follow all executive orders and CDC and Ottawa County Health Department guidance 
for physical and social distancing, restricting the size of gatherings for indoor and outdoor spaces, 
cleaning and disinfecting equipment and other health and safety precautions.  Michigan High 
School Athletic Association (MHSAA) guidance will be applied.   

Clubs & Extra-Curricular Activities 

No extracurricular activities or clubs will be held during Phases 1-3.  Extracurricular activities will 
be conducted on a limited bases via remote video casting only.  There will be no in-person 
extracurricular meetings or gatherings in Phase 4. Extracurricular activities may resume on a 
limited, blended bases in Phases 5-6 (dependent upon conditions). 

Band, Choir and Physical Education 

Band classes will be conducted outside as much as possible in Phases 4 and 5. Students will be 
allowed to play instruments without masks when outside and spaced 6 feet or more apart.  Large 
band classes will be allowed to meet inside with masks only.  Teachers will space band students 
to the best of their ability inside.  Masks will be worn at all times and instruments will not be played 
inside. 

Choir classes may still meet as scheduled to sing, but masks will be worn at all times. 

Physical education classes will be held outside when possible in Phases 4 and 5.  Physical 
education teachers will conduct activities that include no shared (by hand) equipment.  On the 
rare occasion that shared equipment is used, it will be sanitized between uses. 

Gathering Size Limitations 

SLPS will follow gathering size limits as prescribed by MI Safe School requirements.  SLPS will 
not hold assemblies during Phase 4 and 5. 

Meetings, Events & Gathering at District Facilities 

SLPS will not rent facilities or host outside groups while in Phase 4. 

Visitors to School Buildings 

No visitors will be allowed into school buildings during Phases 4 and 5. 

Before and After School Care - Community Child Care 

Before and after school care is provided as long as our K-6 students are attending school in 
person.  After school care will begin in the afternoon of August 25 and before care will begin 
August 26, 2020. 
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